ASCC Themes 2 Subcommittee

Approved Minutes

Wednesday, October 4th, 2023






         12:30PM – 2:00PM

CarmenZoom

Attendees: Cravens-Brown, Daly, Giusti, Hadad, Hewitt, Hilty, Nagar, Neff, Steele, Søland, Vankeerbergen

1) Approval of 09/20/2023 Minutes

· Tabled 
2) Public Affairs 2620 (existing course requesting new GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World with High-Impact Practice: Research & Creative Inquiry; Previously approved for Theme) 

· High-Impact Practice: Research & Creative Inquiry

· The reviewing faculty thank the unit for their revisions to the high-impact practice and their explanation of what research means to them in their field, as they understand there are varied approaches to generating new understandings and knowledge across the disciplines. However, at this time, they are unable to approve the proposal for the requested high-impact practice. In order to be considered a high-impact practice course, students must be active participants within the research or creative process. The reviewing faculty were unable to see where students would be both instructed in research methodology of the field and active participants in the research process. It may be helpful to provide more information on how students, as they generate a new understanding of the field through the synthesis of data, policy, etc., are mentored through and participate within the research or creative process. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be submitted that details all changes made as a result of their feedback. 

· Declined to Vote 
3) Political Science 3460 (existing course requesting GEN Themes: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World & Migration, Mobility and Immobility; previously approved by TAG for Citizenship, still requires ASCC Themes approval; pre-approved for Theme for MMI, still requires ASCC Themes approval) 

· Themes Subcommittee: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World & Migration, Mobility and Immobility 

· The Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee recently updated the list of required syllabus statements for all syllabi within the College to include a statement on religious accommodations. This new, required statement is a result of a directive by the Executive Vice President and Provost and can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. The Subcommittee thanks you for adding this statement to your course syllabus. 
· The reviewing faculty offer the friendly recommendation to update the Student Life – Disability Services statement in the course syllabus, as they recently updated it for the 2023-24 academic year, and the Mental Health statement. The most up-to-date statements can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment website.  
· Hadad, Hewitt, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and one recommendation (in italics above) 
4) Anthropology 5627 (existing course requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World & Migration, Mobility, and Immobility; previously approved by TAG for Citizenship, still needs ASCC Themes review; Requires review by TAG and Themes for MMI) 

· Themes Subcommittee: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World

· The Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee recently updated the list of required syllabus statements for all syllabi within the College to include a statement on religious accommodations. This new, required statement is a result of a directive by the Executive Vice President and Provost and can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. The Subcommittee thanks you for adding this statement to your course syllabus. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that, on page 1 of the syllabus, the statement that says “Our course fulfills two GE requirements” be modified. Anthropology 5627 does not fulfill any General Education requirements on its own, as it is only a 3-credit hour course and a student must take two 3-credit hour courses to fulfill a Theme. Additionally, a student may only count this course towards a single Theme and not in both categories that it is requesting approval within. The reviewing faculty recommend language such as “This course will lead to partial fulfillment of one of the following GEN Theme categories:”, as this is more clear to students. 
· The reviewing faculty offer the friendly recommendation to update the Student Life – Disability Services statement in the course syllabus, as they recently updated it for the 2023-24 academic year. The most up-to-date statements can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment website.  
· Cravens-Brown, Hewitt, unanimously approved with two contingencies (in bold above) and one recommendation (in italics above) 

5) Anthropology 3419 (existing course with GEL Social Science – Organizations and Polities; requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World & GEN Theme: Migration, Mobility, and Immobility; previously approved by TAG for Citizenship, still requires ASCC Themes review; requires review by both TAG and Themes for MMI)

· Themes Subcommittee: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World

· The Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee recently updated the list of required syllabus statements for all syllabi within the College to include a statement on religious accommodations. This new, required statement is a result of a directive by the Executive Vice President and Provost and can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. The Subcommittee thanks you for adding this statement to your course syllabus. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that, on page 1 of the syllabus, the statement that says “Our course fulfills two GE requirements” be modified. Anthropology 3419 does not fulfill any General Education requirements on its own, as it is only a 3-credit hour course and a student must take two 3-credit hour courses to fulfill a Theme. Additionally, a student may only count this course towards a single Theme and not in both categories that it is requesting approval within. The reviewing faculty recommend language such as “This course will lead to partial fulfillment of one of the following GEN Theme categories:”, as this is more clear to students. 
· The reviewing faculty offer the friendly recommendation to update the Student Life – Disability Services statement in the course syllabus, as they recently updated it for the 2023-24 academic year. The most up-to-date statements can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment website.  
· Hadad, Cravens-Brown, unanimously approved with two contingencies (in bold above) and one recommendation (in italics above) 

6) Chinese 4409 (new course requesting 100% DL delivery & two new GEN Themes: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World & Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations) (Tabled from last meeting) 

· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World

· The reviewing faculty find that there is a lack of content within the course that directly discusses the idea of Citizenship. They ask that more direct engagement within the course surrounding what it means to be a citizen in the context of the course material be added to the requirements of the course. Additionally, they would like more attention paid to GEN Theme Citizenship ELO 3.1, as they were unable to see where this ELO was being addressed within the proposal. Finally, they recommend that adding a reflective assignment would be helpful to student learning. 
· Declined to vote 
· Themes Subcommittee

· The reviewing faculty are in full agreement with the feedback from their colleagues on the Theme Advisory Group. Additionally, they would like to see it made more transparent within the course how students will be meeting the ELOs for Theme Generic Goals 1 and 2. They would like particular attention paid to engaging and developing students as self-reflective learners, as they find very little evidence students will be offered much chance for reflection within the current proposal. 

· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be submitted that details all changes made as a result of their feedback. 

· Declined to vote 
7) Political Science 2145 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 

· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World

· The reviewing faculty recommend incorporating a reflection paper or post within the course assignments that helps to better address ELO 3.2 of the Citizenship Theme ELOs. 
· Approved via E-vote with one recommendation (in italics above) 
· Themes Subcommittee

· The Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee recently updated the list of required syllabus statements for all syllabi within the College to include a statement on religious accommodations. This new, required statement is a result of a directive by the Executive Vice President and Provost and can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. The Subcommittee thanks you for adding this statement to your course syllabus. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend weaving some of the explanation provided within the GEN submission form (related to the course assignments) into the course syllabus, as this connection may be helpful to students. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend removing reference to the OSU standard grading scheme (as found on page 7 of the syllabus), as Ohio State does not have a standardized grading scheme and instructors are free to utilize a grading scale that best suits the needs of their individual courses. 
· Cravens-Brown, Giusti, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and two recommendations (in italics above) 

8) English 2276H (new course requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World with High-Impact Practice: Research & Creative Inquiry) 

· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World

· Approved via E-vote 
· Themes Subcommittee

· The reviewing faculty ask that the course number be changed to “English 2276H” and not “H2276” throughout the course syllabus, as the H designation appears after the course number at Ohio State. They ask for this to be changed because if a student were to search for the course as “H2276”, they would be unable to locate it within the course catalog. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the course syllabus remove the references throughout to “General Elective”, as GE at Ohio State does not stand for “General Elective”, but rather “General Education”. They believe this will confuse students. 
· The reviewing faculty thank the unit for very clear General Education explanations within the chart provided after page 12 of the syllabus. However, it is a requirement of all courses to have the GEN Goals, ELOs, and explanatory paragraph within the course syllabus, and the Goals are missing from that chart. Please add the Goals for the required GEN Theme category to the course syllabus. A list of the GEN Theme Goals and ELOs can be found in an easy to copy-and-paste format on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website here. 
· The Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee recently updated the list of required syllabus statements for all syllabi within the College to include a statement on religious accommodations. This new, required statement is a result of a directive by the Executive Vice President and Provost and can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. The Subcommittee thanks you for adding this statement to your course syllabus. 
· The reviewing faculty offer the friendly recommendation to update the Student Life – Disability Services statement in the course syllabus, as they recently updated it for the 2023-24 academic year. The most up-to-date statements can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment website.  
· Cravens-Brown, Hadad, unanimously approved 
· High-Impact Practice: Research & Creative Inquiry 

· Hewitt, Hadad, unanimously approved 
9) Slavic 2797.02 (existing course with GEL Diversity – Global Studies and GEL Education Abroad; requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World

· The reviewing faculty found the proposal to be light on the topic of citizenship. They would like to see additional course content (such as course readings, perhaps prior to leaving for the experience, and assignments, as this would showcase where students will be assessed on their new-found knowledge of citizenship) that relates to GEN Theme Citizenship ELOs 3.1 and 3.2 provided within the course syllabus and how students will be expected to engage with that topic throughout the experience. 
· Declined to vote 
· Themes Subcommittee

· The reviewing faculty would like to see additional information and further development of the assessments within the course syllabus. Currently, they are unable to see how this experience will assess that students have gained an advanced study of Citizenship, as none of the course assignments appear to be building upon this new-found knowledge and understanding. They recommend providing scaffolding elements to the final assignment and would like to see more self-reflection as learners become a more central part of the final course reflection. 
· The Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee recently updated the list of required syllabus statements for all syllabi within the College to include a statement on religious accommodations. This new, required statement is a result of a directive by the Executive Vice President and Provost and can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. The Subcommittee thanks you for adding this statement to your course syllabus. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be submitted that details all changes made as a result of their feedback. 
· Declined to vote
10) History 3083 & AAAS 3083 (existing cross-listed courses with GEL Historical Study and GEL Diversity – Social Diversity in the US; previously approved for 100% DL; requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 

· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World

· The reviewing faculty recommend more explicitly addressing throughout the course syllabus how students will engage with intercultural competence as it relates to being a global citizen. 
· Approved via E-vote with one recommendation (in italics above) 

· Themes Subcommittee

· The Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee recently updated the list of required syllabus statements for all syllabi within the College to include a statement on religious accommodations. This new, required statement is a result of a directive by the Executive Vice President and Provost and can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. The Subcommittee thanks you for adding this statement to your course syllabus. 
· The reviewing faculty offer the friendly recommendation to update the Mental Health and Title IX statement. The most up-to-date statements can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment website.  
· Cravens-Brown, Hewitt, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and one recommendation (in italics above) 
11) Astronomy 2142 (existing course with GEL Natural Science – Physical Science; renumbering from 1142 to 2142; change course description; requesting GEN Theme: Number, Nature, Mind; pre-approved for Theme, still requires review by ASCC Themes) 

· Themes Subcommittee

· The reviewing faculty would like to see additional engagement with GEN Theme: Number, Nature, Mind Generic ELOs 1.1, 1.2, 2.1 and 2.2. For example, they are unable to see how students will engage in self-reflective learning. Additionally, they ask to see more within the syllabus about how students will engage with the idea of Number, Nature, Mind at an advanced, in-depth, and scholarly level. Overall, they would like to see greater detail within the course syllabus surrounding how the course will engage students in a critical, advanced, and scholarly study of the Theme. 
· The reviewing faculty would like to see a course calendar that showcases what students will be doing each week of the course, which should include course assignments and their deadlines, lecture/course topics, assigned readings/viewings (and their page numbers/length), and any other applicable information. Ideally, the course calendar will be broken down by class session. 
· The reviewing faculty were confused regarding the prerequisites for this course and ask that they be amended to be equitable regardless of a student’s General Education program. Their reasonings for asking for the prerequisites be amended are two-fold: 

1. The Office of the University Registrar is unable to implement two sets of prerequisites, for two different student populations, in a single course. 

2. The chosen prerequisites (Math 1050 or higher, or permission of instructor for GEL students; GEN Foundation: Natural Sciences and Math 1050 of higher, or permission of instructor for GEN students) appear to be inequitable, as they are at different levels of knowledge for the same course. Students enrolled within the course, regardless of which GE program they are operating within, should receive the same course material, instruction, assignments, and level of rigor. 

· Declined to vote 
